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Goal One: Create additional opportunities to build community in our parish, involving young 

adults, singles, families, and seniors. 

Objective 1: A parish census with data analysis.  (Include a question about what mass 
time(s) people attend.) 
 
• Progress:  

➢ Working with Father David and staff, a Census Committee was established, which created 

a new census form.  These were sent to all registered parishioners and made available to 

newcomers to the parish, with a mid-March 2019 deadline for the return of the completed 

forms.  Based on this, the Census Committee and parish staff are currently updating parish 

registers to reflect new information. 

➢ Fr. David stated he would like to maintain the current Mass schedule. 

 
1. Parish Nurses and Family Life:  This committee offers events throughout the year for 

the education and benefit of parishioners about community and health matters. 
 
➢ In October, parish nurses sponsored a “dine-and-learn” where Atty. Holly Lewis 

spoke on the topic of elder law as it relates to life issues. 

➢ In December, Family Life hosted their annual Christmas celebration for our 

homebound parishioners and their guests. 

➢ In February, Family Life sponsored a pizza and movie night for parishioners and 

friends, showing the movie “Wonder”. 

➢ In April, the two committees sponsored a “dine-and-learn” where Suzanne McElroy, 

a representative from the Home Instead Of Senior Care organization, presented 

“How to Talk to Your Doctor and about Medications”. 

 
2. Knights of Columbus (K of C):  The Holy Cross Knights of Columbus Council 15864 

offers the men of the parish the opportunity to come together in fraternity and do good 
works. This council is committed to assisting the parish where possible and to have 
family oriented events as its main focus, while offering support to the parish, 
seminarians, and the community. 
 
➢ In September, the K of C sponsored the 5th Annual K of C Golf Tournament. 

➢ In October, the 5th Annual K of C “Fall Family Fun Night” was held at Westview 

Farms Creamery in Monson.  The event included a hay ride, pumpkin picking, and a 

bonfire with a hot dog roast.  An outdoor Mass with music by “Led By Faith” was also 

held. 

➢ In November, the K of C hosted a “shop until you drop” trip to the Wrentham Village 

Premium Outlets in Massachusetts. 

➢ In December, to celebrate the beginning of Advent and the light of Christ entering the 
world, the K of C hosted a ”Spread the Light” event as part of their Keep Christ in 
Christmas initiative.  This included a Christmas tree blessing/lighting outside the 
rectory, carol singing, and provision of hot chocolate, candy canes, and baked 
goods.  The K of C also sponsored a “Breakfast With Santa”, including activities for 
children and pictures with Santa. 
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➢ In February, K of C sponsored the 5th Annual Sweetheart Dance in the school 
gymnasium. 

➢ In June, K of C and the “Led By Faith” group sponsored the annual parish picnic and 
Mass on the rectory/church lawn. 
 

3. Miscellaneous Events: 
 

➢ In July, parishioners attended the talent night held at the Majestic Theater in W. 

Springfield. 

➢ In October, the parish hosted a fall festival with a craft fair open to vendors from the 

parish community and elsewhere. 

➢ Also in the fall, the parish held a reception for new parishioners. 

➢ Yoga classes were offered weekly throughout the year.  Those who wanted to 

participate, but lacked the needed funds, could receive assistance. 

 
Goal Two: Increase the number of opportunities for spiritual growth in our parish. 

 Objective 1:  Offer a parish mission by Father Brian E. Mahoney during Lent. 

• Progress:  Accomplished.   

Objective 2:  Provide instruction on all the symbols in the church. 

• Progress:   Accomplished. 

Other activities in support of Goal Two: 

• Progress:  
  

1. Religious Educational Initiatives:  Our parish has a strong religious education 
program that emphasizes and nurtures the importance of faith, family, and community: 

 
➢ During the summer of 2018, for the children of the parish, Cathy Daniel and Kim 

Havver presented a two hour course on the book Dear Pope Francis. 
➢ Adult bible study groups met weekly on Thursdays and Fridays.  The RCIA also met 

weekly.  Deacon Toller presented three Bible studies on the topic “Reclaiming Jesus” 

in June.   

➢ Family liturgies were held for children enrolled in the Youth Faith Formation 

programs to highlight special events in their spiritual formation.  Each class attended 

a Mass in which they helped the greeters, collected tithes, and brought the offertory 

gifts forward.  Each class had an assigned Sunday to help with the Sandwich 

Ministry and the Take and Eat Program.  Students also presented the Christmas Eve 

Pageant during Christmas Mass. 

➢ In November, Nancy Maloney and Jane Virgilio received the St. Pius X Award for 

their outstanding support of the religious education program. 

➢ In December, first confession service was held for participants about to receive their 

First Eucharist. 

➢ In January, the Confirmation candidates participated in a “New Spirit” retreat. 

➢ In February, the youth sponsored a fundraiser entitled “Souper Bowl of Caring”. 
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➢ In April, the parish held an Easter egg hunt for the children of the parish.  There was 
also a First Communion retreat later that month. 

➢ In May, the First Communion class celebrated its First Eucharist along with the 
crowning of Mary, and the Confirmation Class was confirmed. 

➢  
2. Music Ministry:   
 

➢ “Led by Faith”, the parish contemporary music group, offers the young people an 

opportunity to take part in liturgies. They provide music at our outdoor Masses and 

the Sunday 6 PM Mass September through June. 

➢ The senior music ministry, led by the Director of Pastoral Music/Organist Bill Lucia, 
ministers at all other liturgical and para-liturgical celebrations, including funerals and 
marriages. 
 

3. Spiritual Life: 
 

➢ During the summer of 2018, Deacon Toller offered a Just Matters course on 

nonviolence. 

➢ In September, the JustFaith program began its 15th year, offering a new pilot program 

of faith formation and social justice education for adults, as well as completing its 

second year of the Engaging Spirituality program. 

➢ In September 2018 and 2019, Spiritual Life sponsored the parish fiesta to support 

our sister parish, St. Bartholomew the Apostle, in Chiapas, Mexico. 

➢ Also in September, Spiritual Life and the Led By Faith music group sponsored a 

drive-in movie night, showing “I Can Only Imagine”. 

➢ In February, Jennifer Collins was honored at the annual Micah Dinner sponsored by 
the Pioneer Valley Project.   

➢ In March, the parish burned palms from Easter 2018 for Ash Wednesday, followed 
by a pizza party. 
 

4. Enlivening Our Parish Committee: 
 

➢ Developed a parish welcoming prayer to be said at the beginning of all weekend 
Masses and which is encouraged for use at the beginning of all parish committee 
meetings. 

➢ Implemented Eucharistic Adoration every Wednesday at 4 PM followed by the 
recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

➢ Started a program called Conversations with Fr. David after the 8:30 AM Mass the 
third weekend of the month to discuss various religious and parish topics. 
 

5. Miscellaneous Events 
 

➢ The Parents Prayer Group continues to pray for the children of our parish at their 
weekly meeting. 

➢ Our parish website offers in-depth information about the Saint of the Day, added 
reflections on the daily readings, prayers, family activities, and recipes of the day 
based on the current day or season of the Liturgical Year. 

➢ The Holy Cross Chronicle informs parishioners of weekly happenings in the parish. 
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➢ Spiritual Life continues to maintain a “Religious Bookshelf” in the church, offering 
parishioners free access to various books and materials so they may delve deeper 
into their faith. 

➢ The Franciscan Reflections group met on Monday afternoons during the school year 
in the rectory. The group works with various materials (DVD’s, books, or other 
prepared programs) to deepen their spiritual life through a Franciscan lens. 

➢ Parishioners were asked to pray for fellow parishioners and friends serving in the 
military. 

➢ The parish became a new Maryknoll affiliate, which meets the third Monday of every 
month, engaging in intergenerational dialogue with the youth of the parish. 

➢ The Mass of Remembrance was celebrated in November, commemorating friends 
and loved ones who died during the past 12 months. 

➢ In December, Father Dan Lanahan, OFM, held a listening session on the clergy 
sexual abuse crisis. 

➢ In January. Deacon Toller and the Greater Springfield Campaign For Nonviolence 
sponsored a showing of the documentary film G-Dog. 

➢ Every Friday during Lent, parishioners participated the stations of the cross. 
➢ The parish also engaged in Catholic Relief Services “Rice Bowl” collection during 

Lent to support programs battling hunger and poverty in our diocese. 
➢ During Lent, Deacon Toller led an adult education session based on the DVD 

“Sabbath: Creating Sacred Space In Our Lives”. 
➢ In July parishioners accompanied Deacon McCarthy to visit our sister parish in 

Chiapas, Mexico. 
➢ In October, the 40 /Days For Life Program sponsored Holy Cross Day, in which 

parishioners prayed peacefully outside the Planned Parenthood Clinic in Springfield. 
➢ Also in October, the parish held a “healing Mass” for Fr. David. 
➢ On 11 March, parishioners gathered in the church to say the Rosary for a day of 

prayer and reconciliation for the clergy sexual abuse crisis. 
➢ In June, the parish celebrated Fr. David’s 25th year in the ministry with a Mass and 

dinner. 
 

Goal Three: Provide support and outreach to families and individuals in need. 

Objective 1: The parish will establish an ongoing compassion fund, initially established 
through an annual second collection, to offer financial help to those in need. 

• Progress:  Accomplished.  The first of these recurring annual second collections occurred in 
July 2018.  Father David, Deacon Bill, and Sister Cindy will determine how the funding is 
distributed. 

 

Objective 2: The parish will support the Pioneer Valley Project’s (PVP) initiative for 

Springfield families that may be separated through deportation by providing food, 

clothing, and other identified needs (level 2 support). 

 

• Progress:  Accomplished,. Seven members from Holy Cross attended PVP-provided 
training on the role of level 2 support and put this into practice supporting one woman’s 

quest for sanctuary. 

Other activities in support of Goal Three:  

• The “Take and Eat” program provides over 100 meals to area seniors one Sunday a month. 
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• The “Prayer Line” offers spiritual support. 

• Short term meals are provided for parish families. 

• Transportation assistance is available for medical appointments and church activities. 

• Respite volunteers relieve caregivers.  

• Parish members visit the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, and the homebound. 

• Remembrance gifts are given at Christmas to confined parishioners. 

• Notes of prayer and support provided to those who are grieving. 

• Prayer Shawls are made and given to those who are sick, grieving, or in need of support. 

• The Sandwich Ministry provides lunches every Sunday, as well as new underwear and 
socks through the “Undie Sunday” collections. 

• Family Life provided a Christmas luncheon for the homebound in December. 

• Outreach to the Poor Committee provided baskets of goods to families at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter. 

• Coordinated by the Outreach to the Poor Committee and through the generosity of 
parishioners, the “Giving Tree” provided anonymous Christmas presents for children in 
need. 

• Catholic Relief Services/Fair Trade sales are held periodically. 

• “St. Paul’s Shed” provides a place where gently used clothing is collected.  

• A parish luncheon group offers those unable to get out on their own a chance to meet with 
those who would like to offer their friendship. Transportation is provided for parishioners who 
are not able to drive. 

• The Holy Cross “Furniture Ministry” collects and distributes furniture and household items to 
families in our community. 

• Throughout the winter months, the parish collected coats and blankets for the homeless in 
our area.  

• The Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated monthly. 

• The K of C and the parish Maryknoll affiliate held a pasta supper to support the 
Annunciation House in El Paso, Texas.  This event raised $2000. 

• The JustFaith group initiated a PLARNING project to crochet for the homeless bed mats 
from plastic bags. 


