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Holy Cross Parish Plan Update 2017/2018 

 

Goal One: Create additional opportunities to build community in our parish, involving young 

adults, singles, families, and seniors. 

Objective 1: A parish census with data analysis.  (Include a question about what mass 
time(s) people attend.) 
 

• Progress:  Father David and staff are beginning to look into collecting updated parish 
census data.  In November, parishoners brainstormed ideas on how they could show their 
faith by serving others within the parish and beyond, an ongoing effort. 

 
1. Social Ministry:  The Social Club Committee offers events that serve to foster 

community and support among elder parishioners.  The Social Club disbanded at the 
end of the season. 

 

➢ In September, the year’s activities were kicked off with a special Mass for the 

members. 

➢ In October, Jerome Riley presented a program on the music of the 1930s through 

the 1950s.. 

➢ In November, the committee presented a program entitled “The Mind/Body 

Connection: Maintaining a Healthy Brain Function as We Age”. 

➢ In December, the committee held a Christmas luncheon. 
➢ In March, the committee celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with a program entitled 

“Shamrock Fun”. 
➢ In October 2017 and April 2018, the committee held receptions welcoming new 

members of the parish and introducing them to various aspects of parish life.   
➢ In April, the Springfield Fire Department presented on “Fire Prevention in Your 

Home”. 
 

2. Parish Nurses and Family Life:  This committee offers events throughout the year for 
the education and benefit of parishioners about community and health matters. 
 

➢ In October, Dr. Padmanabhan, Director of Strokes at Baystate Medical Center,  

“spoke on stroke recognition, avoidance, and care, and the Springfield Police 

Department presented a women’s safety program. 

➢ In April, Family Life and Knights of Columbus sponsored a parish pasta dinner.  The 

parish nurses also presented a program called “Learning to Cope” for families 

dealing with substance abuse. 

➢ In May, Dr. Rob Robinson spoke on “Anxiety and Panic Attacks”. 

➢ In June, Judy Dowd, director of the UMass Diabetic Internship Program, spoke on 

“Nutrition 2018”.  Also, Family Life and the Knights of Columbus held the annual 

parish picnic in conjunction with an outdoor mass (held indoors due to weather). 

 
3. Knights of Columbus (K of C):  The Holy Cross Knights of Columbus Council 15864 

offers the men of the parish the opportunity to come together in fraternity and do good 
works. This council is committed to assisting the parish where possible and to have 
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family oriented events as its main focus, while offering support to the parish, 
seminarians, and the community. 
 

➢ In September, the 4th Annual K of C “Fall Family Fun Night” was held at Westview 

Farms Creamery in Monson.  The event included a hay ride, pumpkin picking, and a 

bonfire with smores. Father David celebrated an outdoor Mass with music provided 

by ”Led By Faith”. 

➢ The K of C hosted a “shop until you drop” trip to the outlets in Kittery, Maine, in 

November. 

➢ In December, to celebrate the beginning of Advent and the light of Christ entering the 
world, the K of C hosted a ”Spread the Light” event as part of their Keep Christ in 
Christmas initiative.  This included a Christmas tree blessing/lighting outside the 
rectory, carol singing, and provision of hot chocolate, candy canes, and baked 
goods.   

➢ In February, K of C sponsored a sweetheart dance in the school gymnasium. 
 

4. Miscellaneous Events: 
 

➢ In October, the parish hosted a fall festival, a craft fair open to vendors from the 

parish community and elsewhere. 

➢ Yoga classes were offered weekly throughout the year.  Those who wanted to 

participate but lacked the needed funds could receive assistance. 

➢ In June, the parish sponsored a tag sale with set-up support by the K of C. 
 

Goal Two: Increase the number of opportunities for spiritual growth in our parish. 

 Objective 1:  Offer a parish mission by Father Brian E. Mahoney during Lent. 

• Progress:  Accomplished.   

Objective 2:  Provide instruction on all the symbols in the church. 

• Progress:   Bob Tyer of the Spiritual Life Committee will make this presentation at a date to 
be determined. 

Other activities in support of Goal Two: 

• Progress:  
  

1. Religious Educational Initiatives:  Our parish has a strong religious education 
program that emphasizes and nurtures the importance of faith, family, and community: 

 
➢ Adult bible study groups met on Thursdays. The RCIA met weekly, as well. 

➢ Family liturgies were held for children in grades 2 – 11 who minister as lectors, gift 

bearers, and greeters. 

➢ Grade 9-11 students helped with the different Holy Cross activities, including a 

Christmas Eve Pageant. 

➢ In February, the youth sponsored a fundraiser entitled “Souper Bowl of Caring”.   
➢ In April, the parish held an Easter egg hunt for the children of the parish.  There was 

also a First Communion retreat later that month. 
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➢ In May, the First Communion class celebrated its First Eucharist along with the 
crowning of Mary.  At the end of the month, Cathy Daniel presented an overview of 
the religious education program to the Pastoral Council. 

➢ During summer 2018, for the children of the parish, Cathy Daniel and Kim Havver 
presented a two hour course on the book Dear Pope Francis.  Children in grades 3-8 
were encouraged to help with the sandwich ministry as part of this program. 
 

2. Music Ministry:   
 

➢ “Led by Faith”, the parish contemporary music group, offers the young people an 

opportunity to take part in liturgies. They provide music at our outdoor Masses and 

the Sunday 6 PM Mass September through June. 

➢ The senior music ministry, led by the Director of Pastoral Music/Organist Bill Lucia, 
ministers at all other liturgical and para-liturgical celebrations, including funerals and 
marriages. 
 

3. Spiritual Life: 
 

➢ An eight week Just Matters course on “Hunger for Change” was held during the 

summer of 2017, followed by a course on “Nonviolence” a year later. 

➢ In September, the Just Faith program began its 14th year in September, offering faith 

formation and social justice education for adults. In September 2017 and 2018,  

Spiritual Life sponsored the parish fiesta to support our sister parish, St. 

Bartholomew the Apostle, in Chiapas, Mexico. 

➢ In November, the committee sponsored a showing of “An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth 
to Power”, an Al Gore documentary on climate change. 

➢ In January, Just Faith sponsored a program called “Engaging Spirituality”.  
➢ In February, Mary Hosmer and Tom Voudrin were honored at the annual Micah 

Dinner sponsored by the Pioneer Valley Project. Later that month, the parish burned 
palms from Easter 2017 for Ash Wednesday, followed by a pizza party. 
 
 

4. Miscellaneous Events 
 

➢ To inform those who might want to join a ministry, Anne Gagnon developed a chart 
of all parish ministries and their contact person(s). 

➢ The Parents Prayer Group continues to pray for the children of our parish at their 
weekly meeting. 

➢ Our parish website offers in-depth information about the Saint of the Day, added 
reflections on the daily readings, prayers, family activities, and recipes of the day 
based on the current day or season of the Liturgical Year. 

➢ The Holy Cross Chronicle informs parishoners of weekly happenings in the parish. 
➢ Spiritual Life established a “Religious Bookshelf” in the church, offering parishioners 

free access to various books and materials so they may delve deeper into their faith. 
➢ The Franciscan Reflections group met on Monday afternoons during the school year 

in the rectory. The group works with various materials (DVD’s, books, or other 
prepared programs) to deepen their spiritual life through a Franciscan lens. 

➢ The Mass of Remembrance was celebrated on Tuesday, November 6, 
commemorating friends and loved ones who died during the past 12 months. 
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➢ On November 30 and December 14, Deacon Bill showed a video “Generative 
Discipleship: The Deeper Invitation of Jesus” as part of an Advent adult faith 
formation series. 

➢ On December 2, Father Dan Lanahan, OFM, offered an adult evening retreat, “Hope: 
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters”. 

➢ In January, Deacon Bill showed the documentary “Come Walk In My Shoes” and led 
a discussion on the topic.  Father David also conducted Sanctuary behavior training 
for lectors and Eucharistic ministers. 

➢ During February and March, Deacon Bill led a Lenten adult educational session 
using the DVD entitled “Retreat With Pope Francis”. 

➢ Every Friday during Lent, parishioners participated in a sacrificial meal and stations 
of the cross.   

➢ The parish also engaged in Catholic Relief Services “Rice Bowl” collection during 
Lent to support programs battling hunger and poverty in our diocese. 

➢ Starting this summer, Fr David will offer monthly conversations after Mass about 
various religious topics. 

➢ The parish Enlivening Committee started a new initiative in 2018 called 
“Conversations with Fr David”; the first two topics focused on the Mass and the 
Eucharist. 
 

Goal Three: Provide support and outreach to families and individuals in need. 

Objective 1: The parish will establish an ongoing compassion fund, initially established 
through an annual second collection, to offer financial help to those in need. 

• Progress:  Accomplished.  The first of these recurring annual second collections occurred in 
July 2018.  Father David, Deacon Bill, and Sister Cindy will determine how the funding is 
distributed.   

 

Objective 2: The parish will support the Pioneer Valley Project’s (PVP) initiative for 

Springfield families that may be separated through deportation by providing food, 

clothing, and other identified needs (level 2 support). 

 

• Progress:  Accomplished,  Seven members from Holy Cross attended PVP-provided 
training on the role of level 2 support and put this into practice supporting one woman’s 
quest for sanctuary. 

Other activities in support of Goal Three:  

• The “Take and Eat” program provides over 100 meals to area seniors one Sunday a month. 

• The “Prayer Line” offers spiritual support. 

• Short term meals are provided for parish families. 

• Transportation assistance is available for medical appointments and church activities. 

• Respite volunteers relieve caregivers.  

• Parish members visit the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, and the homebound. 

• Remembrance gifts are given at Christmas to confined parishioners. 

• Notes of prayer and support provided to those who are grieving. 

• Prayer Shawls are made and given to those who are sick, grieving, or in need of support. 

• The Sandwich Ministry provides lunches every Sunday, as well as new underwear and 
socks through the “Undie Sunday” collections. 

• Family Life provided a Christmas luncheon for the homebound on December 2. 
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• Outreach to the Poor Committee provided baskets of goods to families at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter. 

• Coordinated by the Outreach to the Poor Committee and through the generosity of 
parishioners, the “Giving Tree” provided anonymous Christmas presents for children. 

• Catholic Relief Services/Fair Trade sales are held periodically. 

•  “St. Paul’s Shed” provides a place where gently used clothing is collected.  

• A parish luncheon group offers those unable to get out on their own a chance to meet with 
those who would like to offer their friendship. Transportation is provided for parishioners who 
are not able to drive. 

• The Holy Cross “Furniture Ministry” collects and distributes furniture and household items to 
families in our community. 

• In the fall, the parish collected “used pants" for our sister parish in Mexico, and in December. 
coats and blankets for the homeless in our area.  

• The Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated monthly. 

• Once a month, parishoners help provide meals for homeless/poor people at Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


