
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Peace and all good…especially during this very painful and distressing time.  

 

Although the pandemic continues to wreak havoc in our world, we are now able to open Holy 

Cross Church for Masses on a limited basis.  Things are “not back to normal” as we would want 

them to be.  There will be significant changes that we are all required to follow.  The staff has been 

working on ways that will allow us to meet all the requirements of the Governor and Bishop 

Rozanski and plan to open on Saturday for the 4:00 Mass.  Please remain at home if you are 

feeling sick or do not feel comfortable with being in a group.  Bishop Rozanski has extended the 

general dispensation from required Mass attendance until further notice.   

 

Some of the significant changes are: 

 

1) The church building will open one half hour before each Mass and be locked in between 

Masses in order to disinfect properly. 

2) We will enter only through the parking lot doors.  Each person entering has to be counted 

so that we do not exceed 40% of our licensed occupancy.  

3) Each person is required to wear a face covering or mask upon leaving their car, throughout 

Mass, and until they have returned to their car.  Walkers will be required to wear a face 

covering or mask once they are on church property.  Exceptions are:  “Children between 

the ages of two and five are to wear masks at the discretion of the child’s parent or 

guardian.  Children under the age of two should not wear a face covering or mask.  A 

person who declines to wear a face covering or mask because of a medical or disabling 

condition shall not be required to produce documentation verifying the condition.” (MA 

Safety Standards for Places of Worship and Religious Services)  Also, those serving in the 

sanctuary will be required to maintain social distancing (without masks) and wear masks 

when distributing Holy Communion. 

4) Seating within the church will be dramatically altered until further notice.  Every other 

pew will be blocked off.  Mass attendees will be required to sit six feet apart, unless those in 

a pew are part of a single household/family.  Everyone else in that pew will need to be six 

feet apart from them.  This is going to be a major change for all of us.  We no longer have 

“our” comfortable seats.  However, we now have the privilege of joining together to 

celebrate Eucharist and be with each other in person, even though from a distance.   

5) Flooring and part of outside will be marked at six feet intervals.  It is required that all of us 

maintain this distance when we walk into and out of the church, and when going to and 

from the reception of Communion. 

          

For the time being we will be celebrating the Mass at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 

a.m. on Sunday.  There is no word yet as to when the 6:00 p.m. Sunday Mass will resume. 

 

We know that this requires a major shift in our behaviors.  We ask that all be patient with the 

requirements.  We want to make sure that everyone is safe and remains well.  Again, please, if you 

do not feel safe coming to church, do not attend yet.  We want you to be safe and well. 

 

God’s blessings! 


